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 1 

Present Members:  Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Joseph Zieff 2 

 3 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM, by Tim Lepore, Vice Chairman, in the Cyrus Peirce Middle 4 

School cafeteria.  Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve the agenda, Robin Harvey seconded, and it 5 

was approved unanimously. 6 

 7 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 8 

Nantucket High School – Principal John Buckey & Dr. Randy Wormald 9 

Central Office Budget – Director Glenn Field 10 
Principal John Buckey introduced Dr. Randy Wormald, NHS Math Teacher.  Dr. Wormald is a recipient of 11 

a mini-grant from Cape Cod 5 Savings Bank as well the bank’s choice to present to other district 12 

colleagues, his request for a classroom set of Rubik’s Cubes and a video camera.  Although the Rubik’s 13 

Cube is considered a toy, it is at the core of mathematical ‘group theory’.  The cube drives the idea for 14 

abstract Algebra, demonstrates rules and algorithms and helps develop spatial reasoning, making solving 15 

problems more tangible.  The video camera was requested to catch the expression of the faces of the 16 

students as they “get it!” when they solve problems, i.e. complete the cube. 17 

 18 

Curriculum – Community Partnerships, Dr. Christine Tyrie, Director of Curriculum & Assessment 19 
Dr. Tyrie gave an overview of the community partnerships developed between NPS and outside 20 

educational entities.  She described when she first came to Nantucket, how surprised she was with regard to 21 

the many unique and high quality and engaging opportunities offered in partnership with the schools.  22 

Some examples are Maria Mitchell Association, Egan Maritime Institute, Nantucket Historical Association, 23 

The Sconset Trust and Sustainable Nantucket. With the help of Amy Gammons in the Central Office, they 24 

have created a link (partner directory) off of the Curriculum webpage to find events, calendars, who and 25 

what are offered to our students.  This directory is a work in progress and will be completed by the end of 26 

the school year.  Robin Harvey commented that she enjoys surfing the web to see and share online the 27 

current happenings, and Jennifer Iller also commented how proud she is of the involvement of these 28 

institutions within our schools. 29 

 30 

Comments from the Public 31 
None. 32 

 33 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 34 
A request was made by Erin MacIver, Music teacher, to approve an overnight field trip to the MMEA All-35 

State Music Festival in Boston February 28-March 2, 2013.  A motion to approve the field trips was made 36 

by Melissa Murphy, seconded by Jennifer Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 37 

 38 

A request was made by Jenn Erichsen, parent and chaperone, to approve an overnight field trip to Sunday 39 

River, Maine the weekend of March 22-March 24, 2013.  Approximately 30 students have signed up with 40 

four chaperones joining. A motion to approve the field trips was made by Melissa Murphy, seconded by 41 

Jennifer Iller and approved by a vote of the committee. 42 

 43 

A vote to request to the acceptance of $1,350.00 from Tim & Ruth Pitts DBA Comfort Cusine Corp. for the 44 

NHS Music Department … 45 
 46 
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 47 
‘On motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School committee accepts the $1,350.00 donation on 48 
behalf of NHS and authorizes the school administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect 49 
proper accounting, bookkeeping and expenditure of the donation.’ 50 
 51 

was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer Iller, and the motion was approved unanimously. 52 

 53 

A vote to request to the acceptance of $398.00 from Cape Cod Five Cents Savings Bank as a donation 54 

payment for the award of a Mini-Grant to fund a project presented by Katy Perales, NES SPED teacher… 55 

 56 
‘On motion, duly made and seconded, the Nantucket School committee accepts the $398.00 donation on 57 
behalf of NES and authorizes the school administration to take all necessary and usual steps to effect 58 
proper accounting, bookkeeping and expenditure of the donation.’ 59 
 60 

was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer Iller, and the motion was approved unanimously. 61 

 62 

A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jennifer 63 

Iller. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 64 

 65 

A motion to approve the minutes of January 22, 2013 was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by 66 

Jennifer Iller and approved by a vote of the Committee.   67 

 68 

Robin Harvey stated that she does not remember the same number of donations and gifts in the past, and 69 

how lucky we are as a district.  Tim Lepore added, and Glenn Field concurred, some could be attributable 70 

to a more formalized process, allowing for a tax break for the public, but also agreed it seems as though we 71 

are fortunate recipients.  72 

  73 

Superintendent’s Report 74 

Enrollment 75 
Superintendent Cozort pointed out that the district is down three students which is not unusual for this time 76 

of year, but that we are up, as noted before, considerably from a year ago.  Trends are significant, the most 77 

notable is the increase of 150 students in three and one half years.  Tim Lepore asked about the Cape and 78 

Islands, and Superintendent Cozort said our statistics are counter to the mainland experience but that he 79 

was not sure about Martha’s Vineyard. 80 

 81 

ESP Negotiations 82 
Negotiations with the ESP Unit have concluded and the hope is to have a vote to approve the new contract 83 

at the next School Committee meeting on February 19, 2013.  If both parties sign off on the agreement, we 84 

can move forward and start work on the Teacher’s Collective Bargaining Agreement.  Superintendent 85 

Cozort expressed the process was collaborative and ideas were expressed freely. Tim Lepore added that he 86 

likes the process and the learning experience it provides. 87 

 88 

On the Horizon 89 
At 7:00 we will proceed with the Public Hearing on the Budget and on Thursday, February 7, 2013, the 90 

presentation to the Finance Committee.  For the agenda items for the next meeting on February 19, 2013: 91 

School Committee Self-Evaluation, Bullying Update, the ESP Collective Bargaining Agreement vote, the 92 

Facilities Report, specifically, Safety and Security, and the Dropout rate information. 93 
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  94 

Sub-Committee 95 
Joseph Zieff shared that School Council took a short break over the Mid-term period.  Back on track, they 96 

are discussing another Movie Night based on the success of the last one and also brainstorming an activity 97 

in which the whole district could participate.  Also, the Council is putting up their annual team in the 98 

Spelling Bee. Master Zieff was asked as an aside, his thoughts on the Mid-terms to which he felt they were, 99 

although not fun, they went well.  100 

  101 

Superintendent offered congratulations to the Swim Team, an amazing showing and completing the year 102 

with the boys team undefeated at 7-0 and winning the Championships (first time since 2002) and the girls 103 

team finishing 6-2 and coming in 2
nd

 place.  A fantastic year and kudos to the coaches.  104 

 105 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by 106 

Jennifer Iller. 107 

 108 

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 PM 109 

 110 

Respectfully submitted,   111 

Logan M. O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  112 


